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selectively retaining tissues therein. In use, the dispensing
compartment is loaded with unused tissues, each being suc-
cessively removed through the aperture for use when needed.
After a tissue is used, the used tissue is inserted past the
retaining flap of the receptacle compartment and retained
therein. In this way used tissues may be easily discarded after
use in a convenient manner. An embodiment having remov-
able receptacle inserts for convenient temporary storage of
used tissues is also disclosed.

10 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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COMBINATION TISSUE DISPENSER AND
TRASH RECEPTACLE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

Not Applicable.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

Not Applicable.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to tissue dispenser, and more par-
ticularly to a novel combination tissue dispenser and trash
receptacle.

DISCUSSION OF RELATED ART

Disposable tissue boxes are well known, and have become
the primary means of packaging facial tissues. Such dispos-
abletissue boxes typically have a flexible retaining flap across
an aperture in the box for preventing multiple tissues from
being pulled from the box simultaneously. Once a tissue is
used, a trash receptacle is needed to discard the used tissue. A
trash receptacle is not always conveniently available near
such a box of tissue, however.

It has been recognized in the prior art that it is convenient
to combine a tissue dispenser with a trash receptacle for the
used tissues. For example, U.S. Pat. No. 6,863,192 to Tum-
linson on Mar. 8, 2005 teaches such a combination device.
However, as this device is a disposable device, designed to be
discarded upon the emptying of the unused tissues, no provi-
sion is made for allowing convenient emptying ofthe disposal
container thereof. As such, emptying such a device of used
tissues is both inconvenient and unsanitary. U.S. Pat. No.
5,145,062 to Crispi on Sep. 8, 1992, has similar drawbacks.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,672,474 to May et al. on Jan. 6, 2004,
teaches a non-disposable combination dispenser and trash
receptacle. In such a device, the disposal container is emptied
periodically. However, the inside of such a container can
easily become soiled with material from used tissues, and as
such emptying and replacing the tissues in the dispensing
container thereof can be unsanitary.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,371,296 to Rumbough on Apr. 16, 2002
teaches a device for holding a pair of disposable tissue boxes,
one of which is empty and used as a trash receptacle. The
boxes are necessarily the same size since when the dispensing
box is empty it is moved over to replace the trash receptacle
box. However, due to the volume variance between used and
unused tissues, such a device is inefficient since the trash
receptacle box always becomes full before the dispensing box
is empty, resulting in either waste of unused tissues through
premature replacement of the boxes, or inconvenience due to
the trash receptacle box being too full for use.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,702,147 to Ashford on Mar. 9, 2004,
teaches a device having separate dispensing and disposal
containers in a common unit. However, such a device has the
drawback that once the disposal container is full it is incon-
venient to remove without the dispensing container being
removed as well. Moreover, the disposal container is often
filled at a different rate than the dispensing container is emp-
tied, due to the volume variance between an unused and a
used tissue. Consequently, the disposal container will have to
be changed at a different rate than the dispensing container,
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yet with such a device it is inconvenient to change one without
changing the other. Further, such disposal containers cannot
fold flat for convenient transport or storage.

Therefore, there is a need for an inexpensive combination
tissue dispenser and trash receptacle. Such a needed device
would include sanitary inserts that are independently change-
able from the dispensing supply of unused tissues. Further,
such inserts would be easily transported and stored, and inex-
pensive to manufacture. Once full, such inserts would be easy
to discard and replace. The present invention accomplishes
these objectives.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present device is a combination tissue dispenser and
trash receptacle. A substantially hollow housing has a dis-
pensing compartment and a receptacle compartment which
each include an aperture therein for ingress or egress of tis-
sues. Inthe case of the receptacle compartment, the tissues are
generally used and discarded. In the case of the dispensing
compartment, the tissues are preferably unused. A dividing
wall separates each compartment. Preferably each compart-
ment further includes a retaining flap that covers the aperture
for selectively retaining tissues therein. A dispenser aperture
opening into the dispensing compartment may be included,
such that a disposable box of tissues may be inserted or
removed therefrom.

In the preferred embodiment of the invention, the combi-
nation includes at least one receptacle insert that comprises a
substantially flat collar that has a collar aperture therein. The
collar includes an attachment means for attaching to a coop-
erating insert attachment means of the receptacle compart-
ment, such that the collar aperture is retained on the aperture
of the receptacle compartment in substantially overlapping
and coaxial alignment. Each insert further includes a flexible
bag that is fixed to a back side of the collar and has an open
end therein substantially encircling the collar aperture. A
retaining flap may be further included to cover the collar
aperture for retaining tissues within the flexible bag.

In use, the dispensing compartment is loaded with unused
tissues, each being successively removed through the aper-
ture for use when needed. With the preferred embodiment,
one insert is inserted into the aperture of the receptacle com-
partment, the attachment means of the insert engaging the
insert attachment means of the housing. After a tissue is used,
the used tissue is inserted past the flap of the insert and
retained in the flexible bag. Once the flexible bag is full, the
insert is removed and replaced with a new insert. In this way
used tissues may be easily discarded after use in a convenient
manner.

The present invention is an inexpensive combination tissue
dispenser and trash receptacle. The present combination
device includes sanitary inserts that are independently
changeable from the dispensing supply of unused tissues.
Further, such inserts are easily transported and stored, and
inexpensive to manufacture. Once full, such inserts are easy
to discard and replace. Other features and advantages of the
present invention will become apparent from the following
more detailed description, taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, which illustrate, by way of
example, the principles of the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a partially exploded perspective view of the inven-
tion, illustrating a combination tissue dispenser and trash
receptacle and a receptacle insert therefore;
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FIG. 2 is a partial perspective view of the receptacle insert
as fixed to the combination;

FIG. 3 is a partial side view of the receptacle insert, illus-
trating the receptacle insert being removed from the combi-
nation, the receptacle insert filled with used tissues;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of an alternate embodiment of
the invention, illustrating an empty receptacle compartment
of the combination;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the alternate embodiment of
the invention, illustrating the receptacle compartment filled
with used tissues;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the alternate embodiment,
illustrating a retaining flap of the receptacle compartment
thereof,

FIG. 7A is a cross-sectional view of the invention, taken
generally along lines 7-7 of FIG. 1, illustrating an embodi-
ment without a dispenser aperture for ingress and egress of a
disposable box of tissues;

FIG. 7B is a cross-sectional view of the invention, taken
generally along lines 7-7 of FIG. 1, illustrating an embodi-
ment having the dispenser aperture for ingress and egress of
the disposable box of tissues;

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view of the alternate embodi-
ment of the invention, taken generally along lines 9-9 of FIG.
6; and

FIG. 9 is a front elevational view of the receptacle insert,
illustrating a flat collar and a retaining flap thereof.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

FIGS. 1 and 4 illustrate a combination tissue dispenser and
trash receptacle. A substantially hollow housing 20 has a
dispensing compartment 30 and a receptacle compartment
40. Each compartment 30,40 includes an aperture 35,45,
respectively, therein for ingress or egress of tissues 15. In the
case of the receptacle compartment 40, the tissues 15 are
generally used and discarded. In the case of the dispensing
compartment 30, the tissues 15 are preferably unused. A
dividing wall 50 separates each compartment 30,40.

The hollow housing 20 and dividing wall 50 is preferably
made from a rigid plastic sheet material, but in an alternate
embodiment each may be made from a flexible plastic or
paper material for portable, disposable use (FIGS. 4-6). In
such an alternate embodiment, the dividing wall 50 may
include a perforation 60 for selectively separating the com-
partments 30,40 from each other (FIG. 8). Preferably each
compartment 30,40 further includes a retaining flap 38,48,
respectively, that covers the aperture for selectively retaining
tissues 15 within the compartment 30,40.

The preferred embodiment of the invention may also
include a dispenser aperture 120 opening into the dispensing
compartment 30 (FIGS. 1 and 7B), such that a disposable box
18 oftissues 15 may be inserted or removed from the dispens-
ing compartment 30. Preferably the dispenser aperture 120
and the aperture 45 of the receptacle compartment 40 are on
a common back side 22 of the housing 20 (FIG. 7B). In such
an embodiment, the disposable box 18 of tissues 15 may
include the retaining flap 38.

In the preferred embodiment of the invention, the combi-
nation 10 includes at least one receptacle insert 70 that com-
prises a substantially flat collar 80 thathas a collar aperture 85
therein (FIGS. 3, 7A and 9). The collar 80 includes an attach-
ment means 90 for attaching to a cooperating insert attach-
ment means 110 of the receptacle compartment 40 (FIG. 2),
such that the collar aperture 85 is retained on the aperture 45
of the receptacle compartment 40 in substantially overlap-
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ping and coaxial alignment. Each insert 70 further includes a
flexible bag 100 that is fixed to a back side 82 of the collar 80
and has an open end 105 therein substantially encircling the
collar aperture 85. Such a flexible bag 100 is preferably made
from either a thin flexible plastic or paper sheet material, and
can be folded flat before use for convenient storage and trans-
port. A retaining flap 88 may be further included to cover the
collar aperture 85 for retaining tissues 15 within the flexible
bag 100.

Preferably the insert attachment means 110 of the housing
20 and the attachment means 90 of each insert 70 is a slot-
and-tab means 112, such as illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 9.
Alternately, however, the insert attachment means 110 and
the attachment means 90 of each insert 70 may each be
cooperating portions of a hook-and-loopy type fastener 114,
or atemporary adhesive 116. Clearly, other temporary attach-
ment means 90 and insert attachment means 110 may be used
as is known in the art.

In use, the dispensing compartment 30 of the preferred
embodiment is loaded with unused tissues 15, each being
successively removed through the aperture 35 for use when
needed. One insert 70 is inserted into the aperture 45 of the
receptacle compartment 40, the attachment means 90 of the
insert 70 engaging the insert attachment means 110 of the
housing 20.

After atissue 15 is used, the used tissue 15 is inserted past
the flap 88 ofthe insert 70 and retained in the flexible bag 100.
Once the flexible bag 100 is full, the insert 70 is removed and
replaced with a new insert 70. In this way used tissues 15 may
be easily discarded after use in a convenient manner.

With reference to the alternate embodiment of FIGS. 4-6,
in use the dispensing compartment 30 is loaded with unused
tissues 15, each being successively removed through the aper-
ture 35 foruse when needed. After a tissue 15 is used, the used
tissue 15 is inserted past the retaining flap 48 of the receptacle
compartment 40 and retained therein. Once the receptacle
compartment 40 is full, the combination 10 may be either
disposed, or the receptacle compartment 40 may be removed
from the combination 10 by tearing it away therefrom at the
perforation 60.

While a particular form of the invention has been illus-
trated and described, it will be apparent that various modifi-
cations can be made without departing from the spirit and
scope of the invention. For example, the exact placement of
the sound emitting means 20 may vary within the pocket
formed by folding the secondary page 70. The tape 90 may
alternately be a dab of glue. Accordingly, it is not intended
that the invention be limited, except as by the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A combination tissue dispenser and trash receptacle,
comprising:

a substantially hollow housing having a dispensing com-
partment and a receptacle compartment, each compart-
ment including an aperture therein for ingress or egress
oftissues, at least one of the apertures including a retain-
ing flap covering the aperture for temporarily retaining
tissues within the compartment, and a dividing wall
separating each compartment; and

a receptacle insert comprising a substantially flat collar
having a collar aperture therein, the collar including an
attachment means for attaching to the receptacle com-
partment with the collar aperture and the aperture of the
receptacle compartment substantially overlapping and
coaxially aligned, a flexible bag being fixed to a back
side of the collar and having an open end therein sub-
stantially encircling the collar aperture, a retaining flap
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covering the collar aperture for retaining tissues within
the flexible bag, the housing further including an insert
attachment means that cooperating with the attachment
means of the collar to retain the collar on the housing.

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein the dividing wall
includes a perforated section for selectively separating the
compartments from each other.

3. The combination of claim 1 wherein the housing is made
from a plastic film material.

4. The combination of claim 1 wherein the housing is made
from a pliable paper material.

5. The combination of claim 1 wherein the housing
includes a dispenser aperture opening into the dispensing
compartment, the dispenser aperture for ingress and egress of
a disposable box of tissues.

6

6. The combination of claim 5 wherein the dispenser aper-
ture and the aperture of the receptacle compartment are
formed on a common back side of the housing.

7. The combination of claim 1 wherein the housing is made
from a substantially rigid plastic material.

8. The combination of claim 1 wherein the attachment
means and the cooperating insert attachment means are a
slot-and-tab means.

9. The combination of claim 1 wherein the attachment
means and the cooperating insert attachment means are hook-
and-loop type fasteners.

10. The combination of claim 1 wherein the cooperating
insert attachment means is a temporary adhesive.

#* #* #* #* #*
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